AGRI-DATA REVOLUTION:
SHAPING SOUTHERN AFRICA’S

FRESH PRODUCE FUTURE
SUMMIT 2026
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Empowering South Africa’s fresh produce sector through Data,
Innovation and Insight.
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INTRODUCTION

In an era defined by digital transformation, data has become the

cornerstone of sustainable growth and innovation across all sectors —
and agriculture is no exception.

The Fresh Produce Data Collection and Analysis for Market Forecasting
Summit brings together visionary leaders, researchers, and agribusiness
professionals who are shaping the future of Africa’s agricultural economy
through the intelligent use of data.

Africa’s fresh produce industry stands at the intersection of opportunity and
disruption. Climate volatility, market fluctuations, and global supply chain
shifts are challenging traditional models of farming and distribution. Yet,
within these challenges lies enormous potential — the power to harness
data-driven insights for better forecasting, smarter decision-making, and
enhanced productivity.

This two-day summit will serve as a dynamic knowledge exchange
platform, where technology meets agronomy, and innovation meets
practice. Participants will discover how big data, artificial intelligence,
and predictive analytics can transform agricultural operations — from
production planning to market access — empowering the sector to thrive
sustainably in a rapidly evolving world.

. CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

he primary goal of this summit is to equip the agricultural community
with actionable knowledge and practical tools to leverage data for
forecasting, strategy, and sustainability.

Key objectives include:

1. Building Data Competence: Develop practical skills in collecting,
analyzing, and interpreting fresh produce and agricultural data.

2. Driving Smart Decision-Making: Demonstrate how predictive analytics
and data models can improve market forecasting, pricing, and risk
management.

3. Empowering Innovation: Showcase technological solutions — from
loT sensors to Al-based platforms — that optimize efficiency across the
agricultural value chain.

4, Encouraging Collaboration: Create networking opportunities among
farmers, agribusiness executives, data scientists, policymakers, and
academics.

5. Fostering Sustainability: Explore how data-driven agriculture can
promote resilience against climate change and support food security in
Southern Africa.

Ideal participants include:

e Commercial Farmers and Agribusiness Executives seeking to improve
production efficiency and profitability.

e Data Scientists, Analysts, and Bl Specialists focused on agri-data
analytics, forecasting, and decision support.

e Agricultural Economists and Market Analysts exploring trends and
modeling tools for agricultural markets.

e Supply Chain and Logistics Professionals managing perishables,
exports, and market flow.

e Government Policymakers and Researchers involved in agricultural
development, sustainability, and innovation policy.

e AgriTech Entrepreneurs designing and deploying digital tools for the
agri-food sector.

CONFERENCE OUTLINE

Day 1- Data Collection & Analysis Fundamentals

Participants will dive into the building blocks of agricultural data —
understanding market dynamics, learning to capture accurate field data, and
applying analytical tools like Excel, Power B, and Al models for market insights.
Sessions include interactive demonstrations and discussions on precision
agriculture, loT integration, and farmer-focused technologies.

Day 2 - Forecasting, Decision-Making & Commercial Applications

The second day focuses on translating data into strategy. Experts will
unpack forecasting models, risk management frameworks, and commercial
applications of predictive analytics. The day will conclude with a mini-
workshop on mastering market data interpretation and a CFO-led discussion
on balancing profitability with resilience.

WHY ATTEND

¢ Gain Practical Data Skills — Learn hands-on techniques to collect, clean,
and analyze agricultural data for forecasting and decision-making.

¢ Network with Industry Leaders — Engage with top professionals from
agriculture, data science, academia, and business sectors.

¢ Discover Cutting-Edge Technologies — Explore Al, IoT, and analytics tools
shaping the future of food systems.

e Contribute to Sustainable Growth — Understand how data can drive
climate resilience, market stability, and food security.

e Enhance Market Competitiveness — Use data insights to optimize
production, reduce waste, and maximize returns.

CLOSING THOUGHT

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
This summit is designed for professionals across the fresh produce

ecosystem who are committed to transforming agriculture through
data and technology.

The Fresh Produce Data Collection and Analysis for Market Forecasting
Summit 2026 is more than an event — it's a movement toward a smarter,
more connected, and resilient agricultural future.

Join us in Johannesburg to be part of this transformation, where innovation
meets impact and data becomes the driving force of agricultural excellence.
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MEET OUR SPEAKERS

Keynote and Featured Presenters | Fresh Produce Data Collection & Market Forecasting Summit 2026

We're proud to welcome industry experts, innovators, and thought leaders shaping the future of South African agriculture. These distinguished professionals represent the forefront
of data-driven transformation — bringing together expertise from research, technology, agribusiness, and policy. Through their insights and experience, this summit will empower
participants to harness the power of data for smarter, more sustainable, and more competitive agricultural practices.

DAY 1 - DATA COLLECTION & ANALYSIS DAY 2 - FORECASTING, DECISION-MAKING &
FUNDAMENTALS COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS

(Chair: Dr. Melissa van der Merwe - Senior Lecturer, Agricultural Economics,
Stellenbosch University)

(Chair: Dr. Melissa van der Merwe - Senior Lecturer, Agricultural Economics,
Stellenbosch University)

08:30- 09:00 | Registration & Networking Breakfast

08:30- 09:00 | Registration & Networking Breakfast

09:00 - 09:30 | Opening by Chair - Introduction to
Speakers and Agenda
Speaker: Dr. Melissa van der Merwe

09:30-10:00 | Understanding Fresh Produce Market
Dynamics

Speaker: Francois Knowles - CEO &
Registrar, Agricultural Produce Agents
Council (APAC)

09:00 - 09:30 | Bridging Farmers and Markets: The
Role of Data & Forecasting in Market
Agent Strategy

Speaker: Justy Range - Chairperson,
Technofresh

o

10:00 - 10:45 Harnessing Precision Agriculture and
Data Analytics to Transform South
Africa’s Fresh Produce Value Chain
Speaker: Dr. Sabelo Madonsela -
Researcher, Precision Agriculture
Research Group, CSIR

09:30-10:00 | Beyond the Horizon: Leveraging Al and
GIS for Resilient, Data-Driven Insights
Speaker: Michael Breetzke - Co-Founder
& Director, Swift Geospatial

10:45-11:30 Big Data in Agriculture: Balancing

of Ottawa

10:00 -10:30 Advancing Agricultural Markets:
Building Data-Driven Strategies for
Growth

Speaker: Zama Sangweni - Agricultural
Economist, ABSA

10:30-10:45 | COFFEE BREAK

11:30 - 11:45 COFFEE BREAK

11:45-12:30 Data-Driven Agriculture and

Market Forecasting: Unlocking
Competitiveness and Sustainability
Speaker: Alex Moir - Regional Consulting
Leader, Deloitte Africa

Innovation with Farmer Inclusion and
Trust

Speaker: Dr. Kelly Bronson - University of
Ottawa; Sarah-Louise Ruder - University

10:45-11:15 Financing Fresh Produce with Data:
Risk, Monitoring & Market Forecast
Integration

Speaker: Robert Matsila - Head:
Agricultural Banking & Monitoring Support
Land Bank

12:30-13:30 | NETWORKING LUNCH

11:15-11:45 Case Study: Deep Learning-Based
Prediction & Forecasting of Tomato
Prices

Speaker: Dr. Emmanuel Ekene Okere -
CPUT

11:45-12:15 Building Resilience in Fresh Produce:
Forecasting, Sustainability & Trust in
the Data Era

Speaker: Jolanda Andrag - C00, AgriSA

14:30-15:00 | COFFEE BREAK

12:15-13:15 NETWORKING LUNCH

15:00 - 15:30 One Year On: Reflections and Impact
of the Fresh Produce Market Inquiry
Findings

Speaker: Mogau Aphane

Principal Analyst at The Competition
Commission South Africa

13:30 - 14:30 Harnessing Al to Empower Smallholder
Farmers: Lessons from the Al Farmer
Platform
Speakers: Francois Rossouw - CEQ,
Southern Africa Agricultural Initiative

13:15-13:45 Mini Workshop: Mastering Fresh
Produce Market Data - Analysis &
Interpretation

Speakers: Lindikaya Myeki - Senior
Lecturer & Data Evangelist, N\WU

15:30 - 16:00 Panel Discussion: Fresh Produce
Market Outlook - Data for Smarter
Decision-Making

Speakers: Clive Garrett (ZZ2),

Alex Moir (Deloitte),

Francois Rossouw (SAAI),

Thabile Nkunjana (Senior Economist at
National Agricultural Marketing Council)

13:45 - 14:15 Al'in Fresh Produce: From Predictive
Harvest Planning to Buyer Matchingy
Speaker: René McGregor - Customer
Director, Insight Consulting

14:15 - 14:45 Panel Discussion : Balancing Risk and
Return: A CFOQ's View on Forecasting
and Market Volatility

Speakers: Dewald Brand - Founder & MD,
Fresh-X;

Zama Sangweni - ABSA

L ee

16:30 - 17:00 Chairperson’s Wrap-Up
Speaker: Dr. Melissa van der Merwe

END OF DAY ONE

14:15 - 14:45 COFFEE BREAK

14:45 -15:00 Chairperson'’s Wrap-Up

END OF DAY TWO
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Per Delegate | Excl. Vat

Fillin the formand send to: Ryan

372 0ak Avenue, Randburg 2160, Johannesburg, RSA

i Ryan@empiretraining.co.za
email; Ryan@emp 9 Tel: +27 11568 9352 | www.empiretraining.co.za

AUTHORIZING PERSON
First Name: Surname:
Company/ Organization: Designation:
Phone: Email Company VAT No:
Postal Address: Postal Code:
Person dealing with accounts: Country:
Email Address: Date:
Signature:
DELEGATE ATTENDANCE FORM
Title Delegate Name & Surname Position Email Phone
SUBSTITUTIONS:

Delegate substitutions. Substitutions is welcome at any time and do not occur any additional charges. Please notify EMPIRE in writing of any such changes at least 3 days before the
date of the event.
. Please note that the speakers and topics were confirmed at the time of publishing however circumstances beyond the control of the organizers may necessitate substitutions,
alterations or Cancellations of the speakers and/or topics.
As such, EMPIRE reserves the right to alter or modify the advertised speakers and /or topics if necessary. Any substitutions or alterations will be updated and sent to you as
soon as possible.
Delegate substitutions must be made in writing 7 days before the event.

PAYMENT BY MEANS OF BANK TRANSFER
Please state your full names clearly on the money transfer.
Please note, bank charges are of your OWN account and this should be stipulated to your bank. Please advise your bank that the charges should be included in your deposit
A copy of the bank deposit receipt should accompany your registration form and must be posted, emailed or faxed.

By signing and returning this registration form, the authorizing signatory on behalf of the stated company is subject to the following terms and conditions:
Charge of 50% of the registration fees, plus R700 (+ VAT) Administrative charge will be made for cancellations received in writing at least 14 working days prior to the event.
or any cancellations received in less than 7 working days before the date of the event, the full fee will be payable and no refunds or credit notes will be
If a registered delegate does not cancel and fails to attend the summit, this will be treated as cancellation and no refund or credit will be issued.
By Completing and signing this form, the signatory accepts the terms and conditions as stated on the registration form.
Registration fees above INCLUDES the following entitlements: Entrance to session, registration pack, lunch and refreshment breaks.
Registration fees above EXCLUDES the following entitlements: Travel costs and accommodation.

BANKING DETAILS:

Branch: Fourways Mall | Account Name: Empire Conferencing & Training | Name of Bank: Standard Bank | Branch Code: 051001 | Account number: 10157386951
Swift Code : SBZAZAJ)

PLEASE NOTE - EMPIRE HAS A STRICT NO CASH REFUND POLICY
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